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PREFACE

This Code establishes life-safety requirements for all existing buildings that undergo
alteration or a change in use. Its provisions offer alternative methods of achieving safety so
that the inventory of existing buildings can be preserved.

—

The development of an “Existing Building Code™ was authorized by the North Carolina
Building Code Council in 1991. It’s creation is a formal acknowledgement of the growing
need for a code that is sensitive to the conditions and circumstances which are encountered by
persons who are involved in renovating or altering existing buildings. The state’s stock of
older buildings, including those of historic significance represent the largest category of
buildings. In the past, the approach has been to apply the code for new construction to
alterations and renovations that were undertaken to modernize and/or to repair existing
buildings. In certain cases, because of the “50 % rule and/or the change of occupancy
rule, the effect of applying these standards resulted in the unwarranted demise of buildings.

The committee appointed to develop the existing building code adopted as its mission
statement the objective to produce a code that encourages the continued use and re-use of
existing buildings. Additionally, the committee intended that this new code be “user friendly”
and the users have access to the “intent” of regulations when possible. Toward these goals,
information is included in the appendices which will be of use to those who must utilize this
code.

As the committee reviewed relevant information pertaining to existing buildings, it
became apparent that since adoption of the first state Building Code in 1936, life safety
standards have not changed significantly. In cases where there have been changes, most
nave been a shift from passive systems to active systems in recognition of better detection
and fire suppression methods and technology. Included in the body of this code are charts
listing standards from the 1936, 1953, 1958, 1967, and 1978 Editions of the North Carolina
State Building Code. Portions of these codes are reprinted as appendices and are intended
to assist users with determining what standards applied to the building at the time of its
construction. The standards from the North Carolina State Building Code,1936 Edition
or NFiPA 101, Life Safety Code for existing building are the minimum requirements for
buildings which predate the first state building code.

This code recognizes that buildings built pursuant to any of the codes mentioned above
were safe or in compliance with the code at the time of construction for their intended use
and as long as reasonable maintenance has been performed on such buildings, they are still
considered in compliance. The standards which were in force at the time the building was
constructed will apply. The Code Enforcement Officer (CEO) has authority to inspect and to
require that unsafe conditions be corrected. Many of these standards are stated in the body of
the code and/or are included as appendices for easy reference. The responsibility for research
on a code regulation which may have been changed between code cycles rests with the
owner of the building. The CEO will utilize the standards contained in the body of this code

#™as minimum standards for alterations and any additions permitted by this code. The
owner will have the option of conforming to either this code or the Building Code in
effect for new construction.

All users are reminded of the objective of this code which is “to promote the safe
continued use and re-use of existing buildings”.






